THE FAMILY COUNCIL

"Oh, my poor friend," he cried, "you know it's a very long time since
I have acted as counsel..."

"That's of no importance. I have complete confidence in you, and
I have great faith in your advice."

"You're doing me too much honour, my dear friend. Very well, let's
hear what you've got to say," said Rousseau throwing back his lock of
hair.

Noel began explaining the circumstances.

"Take care, take care," Rousseau interrupted. "Has a guardian,
acting as such, the right to introduce such a demand? Have you taken
advice on that point?"

"Yes," Schoudler replied. "The circumstances are exactly similar
to a petition for an interdiction..."

"Oh, very well, that's all right then. Go on."

The whole conversation was on these lines. It was Rousseau who,
out of his somewhat distant legal memories, raised here and there
objections, while Schoudler gave him the facts, repeating word for word
what Rosenberg had extracted from Dalloz.

"Well, my dear fellow," Rousseau concluded, "you seem to me to
have been very well advised, extremely well counselled. I can't see any-
thing to prejudice your case in all this."

"Good, that's very reassuring! I must congratulate myself in having
come to see you," said Noel, as if Rousseau had really been able to
give him valuable advice. "I must repeat that I have, of course, not
come to talk to you as a friend, but as a lawyer. As for your fee..."

"My dear fellow, I wouldn't dream of it," Rousseau said.

"But, of course, my dear fellow, I absolutely insist. I shall doubtless
have to bother you again whe,n the case comes to court. The bank will
hold twenty thousand francs at your disposal and you can draw on
them as and when you like."

At that point the Minister understood rnudh more clearly how his
services could be useful to Schoudler.

"You're too kind," he said. "You'll keep me in touch with the case,
won't you, and since it would appear that very considerable interests
will be involved, and perhaps not financial interests alone, warn me
before it goes to court and let me know the judge's name. I'll telephone
him. I think you'll find that it'll all turn out all right... What of our
friend Lachaume," he added, with a change of tone which signified that
the matter was agreed; "how is he?"

"He's very well. And he's being brilliantly successful."

" I was sure of it. You know I did my best to encourage him to work
for you. I felt that it was essential to his career. But of course it was I
who trained him, and trained him well, I must say. He was very-
attached to me."

"He still is," said Noel.